Tsubouchl Shoyo (rlght) and his Wlfe.

j;; V\j " \ ‘ Sen (left) in Minokamo City.
Tsubouchl Shoyo (1859 - 1935)

Tsubouchi was born in Minokamo City, 160 years ago, in a
time when Samurai still roamed Japan (the Edo Period). He
was the last of ten children, and lived in Minokamo in a
loving home until he was ten years old.
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After graduating from Tokyo University, he became a
lecturer in what is now Waseda University. When he was 26,
he published a dissertation on modern Japanese Literature
and a novel that put his theories into practice. It was a
landmark text that carved out the foundations of modern
Japanese Literature. In addition, he invested his effort and
intellect into improving Japanese theatre, and trained stage
actors. In his lifetime, he revolutionised Japanese literature
and Japanese theatre, most notably by producing the first
Japanese translation of the complete works of William
Shakespeare.
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When he was young, he loved drawing and used a lot of paper, which was a
precious resource in that era. Because he was born in the Chinese Zodiac year of
the goat, and goats eat paper, his parents called

him Hitsuji- umare no kami-kui mushi(“goat-born ) )
paper-eater”,or literally “goat-born paper-eating bug” ). l q
Because of this, he collected goat accessories, and even made |

goats a motif in his writing.
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When he was 61, he visited Minokamo, his hometown, and made a song about
his love for the land that raised him, taking the iconic Mountain Camellia as a
motif':
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Yama-tsubaki sakeru wo mireba
Furusato to osanaki-toki wo
Kami no yo wo omou
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Kono kinomi furi ni shi kotoshi
Shinobarete yama-tsubaki hana
Ilto Natsukashimo
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“When | see the mountain Camellias bloom, | am reminded of .
my hometown, and the innocence of my lapsed childhood -

How | used to play with its fallen fruit and its flowers springs i 3\
to mind — | look at the flowers with a deep nostalgia” Y

In the main entrance of the Waseda University Professor Tsubouchi Shoyo
Theatre Museum, Tsubouchi’s favourite Shakespeare quote “All the world’s a
stage” is displayed. Minokamo City wants to spearhead the city’s planning and
development in the spirit of this quote, by reinvigorating community activities
and networks so that the people can make Minokamo the stage upon which
they lead their fullest lives.
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